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State limits dropped courses
By Dedtric Ray
Panther Staff
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Dropping an unlimited number of
courses is no longer an option here at Prairie
View A&M University.
Effective Sept. 1, incoming freshmen
and transfer students are only allowed to drop
six courses during their undergraduate studies.
This is the result of a new state law
passed by the Texas legislature in May and
signed by Gov. Rick Perry in June. The law affects only students in public institutions.
Students are anowed to drop classes until the twelfth class day of each semester. Any course dropped after that is counted
against them.
Previously, students were allowed to
drop as many classes as they chose, whenever
they chose. Now, students can drop a course
whenever they like, but not as many as before.

"I don't really agree with the limit
on the dropped courses," said freshman agriculture major Kedrick Hayes. "It's almost like
forcing us to stay in a class and we end up not
passing it [the class]."
This new law doesn't affect students
who were previously enrolled at the university
before September.
Other schools that have adopted this
new program include Texas A&M University,
University of Houston, and Texas Tech University, which has had its policy since 2004.
Many students question why the limit has been put in place this year.
According to the coordinating board
which enforces guidelines for Prairie View, 58
percent of students at Texas public universities graduate within six years for a bachelor's
degree.
"I think the new policy is to get on
time graduation rates to increase and encourage students to select their classes more carefully," said senior Candace Davis. "The less
amount of classes students drop, the more
likely they will graduate on their expected

graduation date," continued Davis.
There are exceptions in the new policy. Severe illness, death in the family, active
duty military service, and changes in a student's work schedule are a few of the exceptions that may assist students.
While the primary purpose for the
limit is to push for on-time graduation rates,
the limit also seeks to reduce the number of
dropped students that Prairie View has late in
the semester.
As the semester progresses, it is clear
that classrooms diminish in size and attendance.
"We always suggest and encourage
tutoring that we offer at the university," said
Deborah Dungee, university registrar.
Students were notified of this change
in the new 2007-2008 student catalog.
Now, in addition to the things students have to keep up with such as how many
loans they've borrowed or if they've been verified for financial aid, they must calculate how
many classes they have left to drop before
they've reached their limit.

Panthers leave mark in Jena
By Evan White
Photo Editor

More than 120 Prairie View students,
faculty, and staff joined thousands of people in
Jena, La., Sept. 20 to protest the treatment of
six African-American high school students.
Commonly known as the Jena 6, the
black students were arrested in connection
with a schoolyard brawl that resulted in the
hospitalization of one white student.
This case has garnered national attention in the black media and historically
black oll
II ov r e nation. The gen
sentiment of the supporters is that the punishment grossly exceeds the crime. The protesters from Prairie View shared those feelings.
The six black students were accused

of beating a white student in December 2006,
expelled from school and charged with attempted murder. This incident occurred after
a black student sat under a "whites-only tree"
and white students hung nooses from the tree
the following day.
The protest march and rally drew a
crowd that was roughly three times the population of the othenvise small town. The march
wa led by the Rev. Al Sharpton, radio show
ho t Michael Baisden, and the mother of
Mychal Bell, one of the accused, who was still
in jail despite the fact that a Louisiana appeals
owt threw out his conviction for aggravated

1- ,~-~.

The Student Government Association sponsored the six-hour trip to Jena led by
SGA President Andre Evans and Claudia Munoz. The delegation that attended got wel1 in-

volved in the action by chanting, brandishing
picket signs, and listening attentively when a
plethora of activists spoke, including the Rev.
Jesse Jackson.
"We are not free until he [Bell] is
free, so we will not stop marching until justice
rolls down like waters," Jackson declared to
the crowd.
Colleges from all over the country attended. However, Prairie View stood out (rom
the rest by the gift that the students presented
to the families involved. Evans and the SGA
called on senior architecture major Brandon
Citizen, to design a paddle to show Prairie
1
' support of the Jena 6. ·
When Evans presenteatbe paddle it
was greeted with thunderous applause.
One protestor commented, "Now
that's a real SGA president."
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PV support: Prairie View students rally in support of the Jena 6 in Jena, La.

By Evan White, The Panther

Justice in Jena: PV student stands
for justice in support of the Jena 6.
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New software to revolutionize online services

up campus, community

By Jerrell Allen
Online Editor

By the fall of2oo8, the way
Prairie View students will interact
with the university will change dramatically. The school's main software system, which currently serves
as the database for Panthertracks,
Web CT, and online admissions programs will be completely replaced
by a new database system called
Banner.
Faculty and students will
find new conveniences with the Banner database system. Administration will benefit from being able to
instantly compare the effectiveness
of recruitment strategies like Pantherland Day through the new system, and the information gathered
will allow the recruitment and admissions office to be more cost-efficient. Managing the classes that will
be needed most during each semes-

ter will also be aided by the Banner
System, allowing enrollment management to ensure the maximum
number of students will be enrolled
in needed classes.
Christa Molloy, project
manager for the Benchmarks implementation program, said the implementation of the Banner project
began in Feburary 2006, and went
online earlier this month with admissions and recruitment services,
but will not be completed until the
fall of 2008. The project is currently
on schedule.
The Panthertracks system will not be replaced, but will be
moved to a server system with Banner so that there will be less downtime needed for students to check
their status through Panthertracks.
The regular maintenance for the
servers will require that Panthertracks occasionally shut down, but
the times it will be unavailable will
be made known to students in advance.

The registrar's office and
admissions will also be made more
self-service with the new system,
Molloy added. Prospective s~ude~ts
will be able to provide the university
with personal informatio~ before
officially enrolling or applymg, and
admissions decisions will be made
more automatic, allowing the staff
to concern themselves with other
duties and become more efficient.
"We're starting from the
ground up with Banner," sai~ Molloy. "Knowing the problems m the
old system, we've used the lessons
learned from it to build something
new and better for students."
The project has already recruited a number of students who
have joined implementation teams
which work to test and improve
the system, but more assistance is
needed. Students are urged to call
936-261-9350 if they wish to be a
part of an implementation team or
e-mail the Benchmarks project at
benchmarks@pvamu.edu.

Career fair helps students secure interviews, internships

Concerned about the community: Randeshia Jackson
cleans the windows at Bethlehem United Methodist Church.
By Dontae McCray
Panther Staff

Approximately 1,200 students, site supervisors, and WallerHempstead residents participated in
the third annual Panthers at Work
community service project, Saturday, Sept. 22.
The students and site supervisors met at 8 a.m. in the William "Billy" J. Nicks auditorium
to get registered. TI1ere was a brief
welcome and song as the students
sang 'Tm ~o Glad I go to PVU," to
get everybody's blood flowing.
Breakfast was provided for
those who brought canned goods,
which were donated to the Shady
Oaks Retirement Home in Waller.
After registration and the
welcome, students began disp~tching to their work sites. Students
were actively involved whether they
were stationed in the Baby Dome
cleaning the trophy cases, trimming
the hedges at the Newman Center
or located at any one of the other 35
sites.
Speaking of the projects
beginnings, Dr. Lauretta Byars, vice
president for institutional relations
and public service said, "The program was started because college
is more than book work and this
program gives the students, faculty,
staff, and community the opportunity to come together for a good
cause."
The Prairie View Medical

Academy gave blood pressure tests
and medical advice to students and
staff after they finished at their work
sites.
According to Mayor Frank
Jackson, who also volunteered, "Part
of the federal distinction we have is
to socially, economically and politically help our students learn how to
function in a democratic society."
Some of the students as
first-year volunteers had very rewarding experiences.
Mason Brooks, a sophomore criminal justice major, said,
"This is my first year and I will definitely do it again next year. I wish I
could do something like this every
weekend."
Brook's group cleaned the
Newman Center and the Bayou.
Erica Robinson, a senior
business marketing major who did
an entire campus cleanup, stated
that she wished she had participated
in the project in previous years.
"I really respect the people
who clean up the campus," said Robinson. "I won't throw down trash on
campus anymore."
Many students enjoyed the
opportunity to take an active role in
the community.
"There are lots of community service projects you can do in
Houston," said Terri Mason, a junior
biology major. "But with the number
of students at Prairie View, we could
really have an impact on this community."
Activities were concluded
around noon.

By Richard White, Tile Panther

Polishing the Pews: Daneric Johnson lends a helping hand
and shines pews in a local church during Panthers at Work.

By Evan White, Tile Panther

A brighter future: Students search for jobs in the industry at the non-technical career fair.
By Okoia Uket
Panther Staff

began at 10 am. Jones said the
later start was a better alternative
because it left students time to arrive promptly, be prepared, and
gave companies enough time to
set up.
According to Jones, stu-

dents can expect to see a speed networking social added to the agenda
in spring 2008, which wi1l be a first
for the university.
"I learned a lot, it was perfect," said Yussuf Hussein, summarizing his opinion of the event.

More than 100 companies
set up booths in the second floor
ballroom of the Memorial Student
Center in preparation for the semiannual two-day career fair, Sept. 19
and 20.
Students arrived geared for
success with resumes and professional attire.
Eager students networked
with top employers hoping to learn
of opportunities available at major
corporations, develop their job finding skills, get career guidance, and
obtain internships and job offers.
The fall semi-annual career
fair turned out to be "by far one of
the best," said Glenda Jones, director of the career fair.
The career fair was held
during Career week, which began
Monday with a resume fair.
Students were given a
chance to have their resumes re~ewe~ and to participate i~ mock
mterviews with real companies.
Jones believes the resume
fair received poor attendance because it was the first one Prairie
View has sponsored.
Students with non-technical majors had a chance to impress companies like: Accenture,
PetSmart, and Sherwin Williams on
Wednesday.
Thefonowing day, students
pursuing technical degrees mingled
with companies like Boeing, Exxon,
and Lockheed Martin.
Fridav which was reserved
for students wh.~ secured interviews,
marked the last daY of Career Week.
Throughout the week, students received free give-aways from
companies that attended.
By Evan White, The Panther
"That was the best part,"
Preparing for tomorrow: A student receives information
said junior Ricardo Dunkley.
This Year the fair changed at the non-technical career fair in the MSC ballroom, Sept. 19.
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Clinton airs first radio ad, says

she'll help 'invisible' Americans
By Meg Kinnard
Associated Press Writer

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) - Democratic
presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton began airing her first
can:ipaign radio ad Monday in early
voting South Carolina, casting herself as a caretaker for all Americans.
"If you're stuck on a rooftop or stranded in the Superdome
during a hurricane, you're invisible
to this president even when you're
on CNN," Clinton says in the 60second ad, referring to New Orleans
residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. "Well, you are not invisible to me, and you should never
be invisible to the president of the
United States."
The New York senator's
campaign said the ad was being
aired on more than two dozen predominantly black radio stations in
South Carolina. Nearly half of the
2004 Democratic primacy voters
here were black.
The message echoes a
theme Clinton has used during
stump speeches around the country,
including at an NAACP banquet earlier this month in South Carolina.
In the ad, an announcer says Clinton ' · has spent her life standing up
for people others don't see" and has
logged ' · 35 years as a tireless advocate for children and families."
Clinton also references
the so-called "Corridor of Shame"
of poor school districts along Interstate 95 in South Carolina.
"If you are a child in a
crumbling school along the 'Corridor of Shame,' you are invisible to

this president," Clinton says.
Clinton's chief rival, Illinois Sen. Barack Obama, visited one
of those schools in the corridor last
month, saying the run-down facilities need more money for education
to improve.
This is Clinton's first ad
of any kind in South Carolina. Previously, her campaign has aired
television spots in Iowa and New
Hampshire, spokesman Zac Wright
said. He would not say how much
the campaign spent on the ad buy or
how long it would air.
The ad announcement
comes on the same day Clinton
added her fifth major union endorsement. International Union of
Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers
President John J. Flynn said Monday that Clinton "has the strength
and experience to deliver the chance
America needs."
The bricklayers said they
are the oldest continuous union in
North America and that they represent about 100,000 skilled masonry-trowel tradescraft workers.
Also Monday, Republican
presidential contender Mitt Romney
began airing a radio ad in South Carolina and in Iowa opposing Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's
visit to New York. The ad reminds
listeners that Romney, while governor of Massachusetts, opposed former Iranian President Mohammad
Khatami's 2006 visit to Harvard
and refused to give Khatami a state
police escort.
Ahmadinejad spoke and
answered questions at a Columbia
University forum Monday, followed
by an address to the U.N. General
Assembly on Tuesday.

HCASC is on the hunt for new academic all-stars. Do you have what it takes to
rule the toss-up and make it past our panel of judges and officials to coveted
title of National Champion? You'll be tested with questions covering topics from
geograpny, literature, sports, science, pop culture and more. Information on our
campus tournament is below, so come out and see if you'll be in the running to
become "America's Next Top Scholar."

October 2-4, 2007
5:30 p.m.
MSC Ballroom
For More Info Contact: Herb Thomas@Ext. 3570

Obama to air first ad in N.H.
this message to ask you to believe,
By Meg Kinnard
not just in my ability to bring about
Associated Press Writer • - - ~ - - ~r-eal change in Washington. I'm asking you to believe in yours."
Obama is the last of the
CONCORD, N.H. (AP)- Presiden- top-polling candidates to go on the
tial hopeful Barack Obama planned air in New Hampshire. Top rivals
to air his first television ads in New Clinton and Edwards have been on
Hampshire starting Tuesday.
television, as have Gov. Bill RichardIn the new 1V ads, the son and Sen. Chris Dodd. Obama's
first-term senator asks viewers to ads are trying to shake up polling
support his candidacy and believe in that has kept him in a solid, although
his message of change. It also plays distant, second-place spot in recent
up his on-Washington experience months.
and tries to allay concerns about his
The ad also echoes Obama's
relative lack of experience.
oft-repeated line about being a hope"In 20 years of public ser- monger.
vice, I've brought Democrats and
Instead of the hearty laugh
Republicans together to solve prob- that follows it on the campaign trail,
lems that touch the lives of everyday Obama tells viewers it's about the
people. I've taken on the drug and disconnect between himself and
insurance companies and won," "the cynics in Washington."
Obama says into the camera, tap"You see, they don't believe
ping into the frustrations rival John we can actually change politics and
Edwards has employed in his cam- bring an end to decades of division
and deadlock," Obama says in the
paign.
Obama's ad continues, tak- 60-second ad. "They don't believe
ing a shot at Sen. Hillary Rodham we can limit the power of lobbyists
Clinton, who voted to authorize the who block our progress, or that we
unpopular war in Iraq but has re- can trust the American people with
fused to recant that decision.
the truth. And that's why we face the
"I defied the politics of the same problems and hear the same
moment and opposed the war in promises evecy four years."
Iraq before it began," Obama says.
The campaign would not
"This is Barack Obama. I approve reveal details of the ad buy.
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Be comfortable in your own skin
Janet Hubert-Whitten.
Jazz Raycole. JoMarie Payton...
all dark skinned women who've
been replaced on popular African-American television shows
by women with a lighter skin
tone.
This week, The Panther
decided to investigate the shift in
society toward favoring women

tions, we've discovered that not
only is lighter skin in this season,
but faux as well. Perfectly sculpted
bodies with made-up faces, wearing fake hair, lips, breasts, eyes, and
other assets rule movies, videos and
even the catalogs.
We, at The Panther, que~tion whether this arises from a basic
human need to be desired and feel

that color has ~me a fad. Like
FUBU, here today, gone tomorrow.
What it really boils
down to is the question of the
difference between light and
dark. Are people toward the
lighter end of the color spectrum
favored? And if they are, is this
just within our own community,

By Dana Polle
Panther Staff

Do you believe BET accurately
portrays the black community:

The brown paper bag
complex still exists.
of lighter skin.
We acknowledge that
women such as Hattie McDaniels, Loretta Divine, Alfre Woodard and Cicely Tyson paved
the way. Yet we question why
women with darker skin seem to
be dying out of the film and video
industries. It seemed to happen
around the time when· natural,
became nappy and perms becrune a requirement to advance
in the industry. What we question, is why is nappy bad and
what defines "good hair?" Why
aren't women of all colors equally appreciated in our culture today?
From our investiga-

included. It is the same desire that
makes young college women switch
from the basketball shorts and Tshirts of their high school days, to
imitating the girls wearing stiletto
pumps and rocking the runway look
in the media.
The brown paper bag complex still exists. The idea that closer
to white is right is evident in our culture today. Are blacks judging only
one standard of beauty? And if so
whose standard is it? This standard
is clearly not the same for AfricanAmerican males. Lighter skinned
men have been declining in the
industry ever since men like Wesley Snipes and Taye Diggs became
popular. The truth of the matter is

'"Old' BET did relate the shows
and news to the black community. Now it seems as if the
'New' BET is more commercialized and just wants ratings. BET
news still lets us know what's
going on in the world, but not so
much relating to black people."

or society as a whole?
We return full circle
to the age-old dilemma. Does
society reflect culture? Or does
culture reflect society? Whichever formula it is, we conform
to what we see projected on silver screens or blaring from loud
speakers.
While initially split on
the subject, here at The Panther
we agree on one point. Just because the media or society paints
a certain picture, doesn't mean
that it has to become your personal reality. Do what feels best.
Do what feels most comfortable.
Do what is most original. Do
you.

Tasha Woodson
Junior
Social Work

"BET portrays black people from
an upper/middle class status.
They should reach out to all
social and financial statuses."

Kameron Whitfield
Junior
Education Mathematics

S<j.A.~out
available in the Student Government Association. There will be a list
of available positions posted in the
SGAoffice.
I would like to thank those
students who accompanied the uni. versity representatives to Jena, La.
You did an excellent job in representing your university. I hope that
you w1derstand how impacting
your presence was at that historical
event.
I want to give a special
thanks to Ms. Claudia Munoz, who
was one of the most instrumental
facilitators of this trip. I would also
like to thank the Department of Student Activities and Leadership, Tyra
Metoyer, director of university relaAndre Evans
tions, Frank Jackson, mayor of PraiSGA President
rie View, Judge DeWayne CharlesThe Student Govern- ton, Lettie Raab, Dr. Kelvin Kirby,
ment Association would like the Social Work Club, & Williams
to congratulate all of its newly Chicken.
elected members, and we send
our thanks to all of those who Call to Leadership
had the valor and initiative to
When emotions are high
run for office. Please don't be and the buzz is strong, African
discouraged, because you can Americans "vill adhere to the cause,
still make a change or represent but sometimes we fail to follow up
your class, college, or university with our commitments. I was hesiwithout a position in SGA.
tant about making this statement,
To those who are in- but I felt that it was necessary.
terested, there are still positions
Example: In 2003, 5,000

students marched in the rain to
the courthouse in Hempstead to
protest for their rights to vote
in Waller County. Out of those
5,000 students who marched,
only 800 studen voted. (Those
students who did not vote were
just following suit, and were not
truly committed to the cause).
Far too often we tend to
follow a few truly dedicated and
passionate individuals who relay
information, facilitate discussion, and orchestrate demonstrations. Imagine if those individuals became more proactive in the
planning stage, we would dominate in every aspect. I think that
this university has great leadership, but it only exists within a
few individuals, and right now
we need collective leadership.
Once again, I say none of this to
inveigh anyone, but to encourage
and enlighten the students about
the power that they possess, but
don't use.
I charge all of you right
now to realize your intrinsic value and know that when we ask
for leaders, we are talking about
you.
Help us make a change...
join SGA!!!

"No. BET doesn't portray real
black people anymore. Most
black people don't have the nice
fancy cars given to us by our
parents, i.e. Baldwin Hills. Also,
they portray black people to look
rather foolish, i.e. Hot Ghetto
Mess. BET is good for entertainment, but not a good message."

Amber Price
Junior
Nursing

"No, I'm more of an M'IV person.
They have better shows for evecy
ethnicity."

Byron Greer
Senior
Business Management

A response to the Greek life editorial
I would like to applaud
the editorial last week regarding
Greek life here on campus. I felt
it was insightful and featured
some true revelations.
However, I believe the
writer overestimates the effect
that becoming a member of a
fraternity/ sorority has on a person. While one's behavior may
change after you are initiated
into a Greek letter organization;
it is ultimately up to the person
whether or not they will let it
change them dramatically, not
the other way around.
I must say that when
I was initiated into Alpha Phi
Omega National Service Fraternity, it profoundly changed the
way I acted. I remember trying
to step all over the place soon
after probate last spring as if
I was the best stepper around
(thinking and laughing about it
now, it was likely the polar opposite). I remember how it seemed
that somehow I had to mention
something about my fraternity
every sentence. In fact, I must've

worn my line shirt with the fraternity's letters on it about ten times in
the first three weeks.
But all of that can likely
be attributed to the fact that I was
a fresh and excited neophyte who
was happy about my accomplishment and just proud to show people
how much it meant to me. I never
rubbed it in people's faces; I am the
same Sean Mitchell as I was before I
pledged. I still talk to and attempt to
associate with everyone I did before
I became a member of the fraternity
and I never look at anyone as if they
are beneath me because I have letters.
Since I returned to school
this fall, it is merely one thing that
defines who I am as a person, though
no doubt there will be countless people around "The Yard" who will refer
to me as "that A-Phi-Q who writes
for The Panther," or "that A-Phi-Q
who worked in the writing center."
That is something that has to be accepted once you become a member
of an organization but I'm certainly
not going to act as if I am at a higher
status than someone who is not in

an organization.

Do my feelings speak for
everybody? Certainly not, I believe
the editorial does ring true about
some people. There are people who
?n1y ~ant to hang out with peo~le
m their organization or brother/sister organization if they have one.
But ~t has been ~y e~rience just
looking at my organization that we
still mainly talk to and bang around
everybody we did before we became members of the organization,
though obviously we hang around
each other a lot more often. "Ditto"
for the majority of rny sorority sisters in Gamma Sigma Sigma National Service Sorority,
.
Though mY expenence
may be different from others since
my organization is smaller than
other Greek orgaruzations on campus, I think it P<>rtrays a more accurate picture than the stereotype that
pled~ng_ gives a person an aura of
supenonty.
The people who do feel this
aura are likely in eed of a self-esteem boost becaus: they didn't feel
as good about themselves before

they crossed and now have something to throw in people's faces to
"prove" they are better. If nothing
else, that makes them look worse
than before they crossed into the organization.
Another point highlighted
in the editorial was that sometimes
members of these organizations do
things to promote the organization
negatively. I respond to this by saying that once again, it is merely a stereotype and that the few people who
do represent their colors negatively
are a slice in a much larger pie.
I believe most people realize that what they do will not only
reflect them, but also their fraternity/sorority ultimately because, as
I said, people in them are frequently
referred to by the nickname given to
a member of that organization (example: "that A-Phi-Q," "that Alpha,"
etc... ). I know personally that I have
to go about my business the right
way because I want other people to
look at Alpha Phi Omega in a positive light and consider trying to join
us. I believe this feeling is mutual
among many, people in my posi-

tion.
. On a final note regarding
the p~mt made about organizations
strutting at parties, all I can say is
that while it may seem rude or that
they are hogg_ing the floor, it is a way
for a fratermty/ sorority to express
themselves and have fun. Would
you ~ t to. spend hours at strut
practice to Just stand around or
dance regularly when you and some
o! ~our friends are at a party? Ad~tionally, something we are taught
is to ?ever let anyone break your
strut bne. Something I've found out
asfr one ?rganization approached my
atem1ty
brother very negatively
.
.
for domg so at the very first Hump
Day.
should beWhile .Greeks as a whole
h
considered no different
t an the average student th
certain
.
, ere are
h
practices and principles that
ave to be approached 'th
no matter wh
wt respect
will h
o you are. A person
' c ange some after th
but it is ultimate}
ey pledge,
they will let it aff, Y up to them how
of the time th ect them and mo t
e amount of change
can b e exaggerated b
Y some people.

--Sean Mitchell
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Soccer gets first win ~f the season; hard loss to Sam Houston
By Tameika Gordon
Panther Staff

By James Motten II
Panther Staff

. . The s?ccer team gains first
wm m dramtic fashion Sept 21
when the Lady Panthers 'travel~d t~
Texas Southern for their first conference match.
.
Texas Southern struck first
late
. .
. __.,m the second quarter. p raine
V1evv s own Brenda Castillo struck
b~ck no more than a minute later,
tying the game, 1-1. After the end
of re~ulation, the match went into
overtime.
Neither team scored in the
first overtime. In the second overtime, Angelica Diaz took the game in
her hands by scoring the game winning goal for the Lady Panthers. The
final score was 2-1.
·With the overwhelming
cheers from the crowd it was mind
wrecking to believe that the Lady
Panthers lost 3-0 to Sam Houston's
Lady Bearkats. The Lady Panthers
were able to contain the Bearkats'
defense until the last 15 minutes
of the first half when a lucky shot
slipped through.
With the strong footwork
of Prairie View's Kaleena Marshal
and Brenda Castillo, any future attempts of another goal would have
By Evan White, The Panther
been very difficult. Nevertheless, the
strong Panther pride literally began
to "work their elbows" and put the Keeping Her Eyes On The Prize: Brenda Castillo battles for the ball from the Bearkats.
pressure on the Lady Bearkats.
In comparison to the Lady
Panthers, the Bearkats defense
strategy was run and go, it seemed
as though this strategy put a great
physical strain on the Panthers. The
Panthers fought hard to bring the
pressure and the Lady Bearkats out
of their comfort zone.
During halftime the coaches and fans of Prairie View encouraged the Lady Panthers to dominate
the game.
By the second half the Lady
Panthers, under the influence of forward Brenda Castillo, were able to
bring the ball to the outside lines
carryi.\}g .it f'Qrther. These strategie$
were not strong enough to prevent
the Lady Bearkats from scoring
twice during the second half.
Though at times the fans
and the coaches may have been upset at the calls made by the officials,
at the last second of the game the
fans gave the Panthers great support.
Ultimately, our ladies may
have lost the game but they have
truly won the support of the many
fans who watched as they worked
their hearts out to win.
Conference play for the
By Ronald Smith, The Panther
Panthers will begin with the next
game against division rival South- Heads Up PV: Goalie Jessica Garcia kicks the ball to her teammates in hopes of scoring.
ern, in Baton Rouge, La., Friday.

Volleyball goes on four
game winning streak
By Dontae McCray
Panther Staff

The Lady Panthers volleyball team won three games in
a row last week against Texas College, Grambling State, and Alcorn
State.
The first competitors were
the Lady Steers of Texas College.
On Sept. 20. The Lad~ . Panth~rs
handled their competition with
ease, winning in straight sets 30-16,
_ , and 30_11_ For the P~nthers,
30 10
Tamika Newman had 15 kills ~nd
Ashely Campbell followed beh1~d
with 12. Erin Fondel had 19 digs
while Michelle Paul complemented
with 18.
The Ladies faced two
SWAC opponents on S~pt. 21.
Their first match was agamst the
Grambling State Tigers. ThedPa?thers would battle hard an wm
the match 3-1 with game scores

Volleyball wins first
conference game

30-26, 22-30, 30-27, and 3019. The Panthers had outstanding play from Tacho Richard
who had six blocks and 13 kills,
Shaun Williams with 11 blocks
and nine kills, and T.amika
Newman had seven blocks, 12
kills, and one ace. Laura De La
Funte also helped contribute to
the win with four blocks and 31
assists.
Their second match
of the day was against Alcorn
State. The Panthers made quick
work of the Braves, beating them
3-0 with scores of 30-18, 30-15,
30-9, in only 58 minutes. Tamika
Newman was a superior player
contributing 11 kills, three aces,
and four blocks. Shannon Harrison had five kills, two aces, and
one block win.
Dig leaders were Milcah
Whitaker with 12, and Erin Fondel with six. The Panthers will face
Southern in the William "Billy"
J. Nicks Building Sept. 27 at 6
pm.

Suhlnit your stories fi>r 'The JJan//Jer
and questions fi)r '.20 questions at
pant hcr«:!JpYa n 1u .ed u

The Prairie View A&M
Lady Panther volleyball team took
on the Texas Southern Lady Tigers
in Houston at the H&PE Arena. Fortunately, this wasn't the first time
the Lady Panthers and Texas Southern competed. They previously met
at Texas Southern's own invitational, and Prairie View's invitational,
with Prairie View defeating the Lady
Tigers.
In the first match, Prairie
View won with a score of 30-26. The
Lady Panthers kept their composure
and never gave the Lady Tigers any
chances for victory.
The second and third
matches of the game were won with
little difficulty. The Lady Panthers
won the second game 30-19, and the
third game 30-20. The Lady Panthers' defense was remarkable with
no ties or lead changes throughout
all three matches.
Leading the charge for the
Lady Panthers was senior outside
hitter Tamika Newman with 13 kills.
Three more than six of the Texas
Southern's players combined. Senior outside hitter TaCho Richard
and freshman setter Erin Fondel
both contributed eight each. Senior
setter Laura de la Fuente led the
team with an impressive 34 assists .
The Lady Panthers will
host their first conference home
opener Thursday, Sept. 27 against
Southern University at 6 p.m. .

cc team improves at

Texas A&M Invitational
By Tia Simmons
Panther Staff
This past weekend, Sept.
the SWAC Cro Country team
ran at the 2007 Texa A&M Invitational. The event was held in College
Station, Tx at the Penberthy Intramural Fields.
The teams that attended
the Invitational were Texas A&M,
Lamar, Texas-Arlington, University of Houston, Texas Christian,
Texas-Pan American, Sam Houston
state, Texas A&M-Commerce, Texas
A&M Alumni, and Texas A&M International. The teams ran a cour e
of eight kilometers with the Prairie
View men coming in ninth place
with the average time of 27=50.60.
The Prairie View women had a fh·e.
kilometer course and finished tent h
with a final time of 1:54: 11.
The Cross Country's Ac,,sistant Coach Chris Clay stated,
"The newcomers are adjusting well.
Considering the high school course
is three miles." Even ·with the pressures of running a longer pace, the
coach went on to say, "Everyone's
time has dropped two minutes compared to the first meet. Each week
we are getting better."
The next meet for the cross
country team will be Friday, the
Texas A&M Corpus Christi Islander
Splash.
22,

Homecoming King & Queen's Ball
Willie A Tempton, Jr. Memorial Student Center
Opal Johnson Smith Auditorium
Wednesday, October 24, 2007
7:30PM
AJtire: sem;,.Jonnal eve,,ing wear

V 1i § fl tt lr ]hi 1e

9udenJ organir.atkms, colkges, and ~ t i e , ~

lP (c11 1m tt lh1 1e 1r

representatives can register 01i,./ine to participate mthe
Kbrg & Queen's Ball beginning Mmulay, October 1, 1007@
1,tlp:I/Jm'l~?P•m1m. edll(pages/798. asp

TIL-cedo f tttiJ,gfor pa,ticipal,ts (Kit1gs)
Wetb,esday, October 10, 2007
JP All Faiths Gtapel
4:30PM-6:15PM

(Q)

1m ll ,i 1m 1e
;a1 t
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By Heather Crothers

Panther Staff
Did you know only
five percent of all relationships
involve interracial couples? This
makes it potentia11y problematic
for interracial couples and their
"mixed' kids to survive with society's
disapproving stares and belittling
comments. However, there seems
to be hope in the near future.
All five of the people
interviewed agreed that there is
nothing wrong with dating outside
their own race. Senior construction
major Raymond Montelongo simply
said, "Whatever makes you happy,"
and junior special education major
Alex Brown, went even further to
say, "I have no problem with that
[interracial relationships). I give
them more respect. They go through
things that other couples don't have
to go through when dating within
their own race... their skin is the first
thing you see."
When
it
comes
to
personally being in an interracial
relationship, each person was asked
if they would worry or care about
society's reactions.
Montelongo said, "If it
affected me, yeah." When asked
if it was a waiter at a restaurant or
someone to that extent, he stated, "If

someone was being
obviously mde, I'll
bring it up. If not,
it's probably the
only time l'11 ever
see them."
Junior
nursing
major
Dorenda
Luna
stated,
"You
shouldn't
worry
what other people
think. If you love
each other and
are willing to be
together, it doesn't
matter what they
think."
So maybe
the younger society
can handle a new
era of love without
boundaries,
but
are their parents
ready to handle it?
Junior
education
major
Karmen
Donald explained
how her parents feel
about her interracial relationship,
"They accept it. Even though it
was a surprise knowing how they
were brought up. Black were with
blacks and whites were with whites
and that's how it was, but they just
accepted mine."
One student declined
to express his parents' feetings-

on the matter, and junior mass
communications major Jasmine
Terry; said, "She doesn't agree with
it. She believes that everyone should
stay within their own race, which I
don't agree with."
Is it an insult to one's race
to date outside of it? Brown stated,
" o, I don'
o but honestly, I

Pv POETRY LOUNGE

just love black women, and
personally, I think every
black man should at least
date one black woman."
Donald
added,
"It's not like I've only dated
Mexicans. I've dated blacks
and to me, they have no
respect."
But can one really
embrace one's own race
and still date outside of it?
Donald had an answer to
this as well. "I can embrace
his race and mine. When
we are at his house they
still speak Spanish but they
also include me by speaking
some English and teaching
me some Spanish. When we
have our baby, we want it to
be able to speak Spanish and
English," she said.
As if language barriers
aren't enough, there are also
issues that come up within
the relationship itself, such
as knowing what one can and
can't say in regards to their
partner's race. Luna disagrees
with someone of another race
using terms of her ethnicity,
saying, "My ex-boyfriend used
to call me a n***a and I would
take offense. He didn't like black
people and I was like "Damn, I'm
part black.""
Brown believes that, "It

depends on how deep the relationship
is," but Donald argues that racial
terms don't matter because, "I called
him a wetback once and he didn't care
because we understand each other.
We know what we are and what we are
not."
Even though interracial
couples look as if they are becoming
more accepted, they still face
difficulties. Donald said, "When we
go places, a lot of younger Caucasian
kids stare, kind of like in Save the Last
Dance when the old lady is peeping on
the bus, but that is just how it is."
Montelongo said the biggest
difficulty is gammg acceptance
from the elderly crowd, and Brown
concluded by saying the biggest
difficulty is persecution from your
own race and ridicule from family who
doesn't accept it. Interracial couples
will go through a lot from society."
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"Fair"Skin
By .Jarneka .Merriweather

I wear my chocolate skin
And you see I wear it wel I
I wear it with confidence
In case you couldn't tell

Put me on your magazine
Use me as a model for your flyer
Or am I too dark
For men to desire?

The blacker the berry
The sweeter the ju ice
You thought that was just a saying
But sweetie, it's true

I'm not a light skinned beauty
With jet black hair
In on the darker side
And I don't care

Why can't I dance in the videos?
Or be the object of your affection?
Why does society favor the Iighter ones
And frown on my darker complexion?

I love my chocolate skin
And my short nappy hair
Despite what society thinks
It's a beautiful pair

The Answers
Weekly Update for Freshmen
CONGRATULATlONS TO PV'S
SOCCER TEAM!!

Days
Until

Mid-terms

You rnust have had a grade of 'C' (OR 'S') or better in
your developmental class (es) at mid-terms to be able to
m-e-r~ster for spring 2008.
Check out the following URL: http://calendars.pvamu.edu/ for information about our Quick
THEA testing schedule or call 936/857-2747.

WE WELCOME ALL STUDENTS, NEW AND OLD BACK TO THE
"HILL!" LET'S WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE THIS A SPECIAL YEAR
AT PVAMU!!
o Bui1ding 41-0n Tuesday, September 18, Faculty Fellow Sherill Morris
met with the Royal Ladies of Building 41 to discuss "When does the
Party End?"
Willie A. ·n•mpton, Sr-.
M<·morial Student Ct·ntcr
Ballroom, 2nd Floor

o Bu_ilding 38 will hold a seminar on Wednesday, September 26 at 7pm
entitled "How Well do you Know your Roommate?"

SPOI\ OREDRl

~upportetl •Y• Drpl, ~r Hnlth ani llwnan Prrfonnanee
Uadn!fa4ual• M•di,al ~•••~""' (1'\,HUI adTAlltfl~C)
U..ta -FnalJi• 11,aldt C.i,11,,

rar.....,..dlllllaJd
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o "Gettjng over the 'Hump' now that you're on the 'Hill"' was the
subject of a seminar for Building 39 presented by Faculty Fellow
th
Bridget McGowen-Hawkins on Tuesday, September ~

ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENT
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Sometimes that jackpot
consists of a complex story that
he's so ingenious in generating, or
something as simple as a freestyle at
some random radio station, where
Budden will just spew some of the
illest quotables, making
a listener feel cheated
that other artists just
aren't that nice.

By Josh Capers
Black College Wire

Whenpeople
talk about the greatest
rappers, dead or alive,
some great MCs get
lost amid the hype.

AZ came on the scene with
his boy Nas when Nas dropped
what was supposed to be the
Second
Coming
with his
a I bum

In the early part of the
21st century, Budden was mainly
called "Joe Buddens" on mixtapes
and even by radio stations. So when
buyers went to look for the album,
they were looking under the wrong
name.
Budden is on this list for
the plethora of amazing songs he's
put out on mixtapes.
Budden is the type of MC
that you have to find, because he's
not going to find you. But when you
do, you truly feel like you've hit the
hop-hop jackpot.

Despite his stumbles, the
B rook l yn

AZ actually dropped two
albums recently, "AW.O.L" and "the
Format." Lyrically, they represent
true hip-hop, even though AZ's
status never grew like the guy he
came into the game with, Nas.
Another New York rapper
who scaled heights and broke down
barriers with a skill set never seen
on the mic was Big Pun.

Pun was the first Latin
rapper to go platinum, and
he came a long way before
his debut album, "Capital
Punishment," was released.
Pun first appeared on a
couple of Fat Joe tracks before
showing up on a Funkmaster Flex
mixtape, making an underground
name for himself.

There are an
easy 15 story-telling
tracks that Budden has compiled
and released since his debut album
that are nothing short of amazing.
Listen to "Last Real Nigga Left" and
his current freestyle over the "Boy
Looka Here" beat.
"Dumbout" is still one of
the most amazing songs I've ever
heard. It's seven and a half
minutes of uninterrupted
sickness.
AZ is one of the most
lyrically gifted MCs to bless
the mic. It pains me to put
him on this list.

Daddy
and Guru, as that
separate category.
It was said that Joe
Budden's self-titled 2003 debut
album flopped. His label, Def Jam,
blames that on people not knowi11g
the artist's proper name.

like
the
p·1rm,
But
AZ's subsequent albums were
d isappointments numbers-wise.

Budden ' s
versatility and ability
to master any type of
track or concept makes
him
outrageously
underrated.

Here is one
list of the five most
underrated MCs.
Let me state
outright that there are
plenty of deserving
underground
MCs
(Gift of Gab from Blackalicious,
Del the Funlcy Homosaipien and
MC Juice, even though he did rip
Eminem in the Rap Olympics), but
this list isn't going to cover that
genre.

on the beats.

rapper
was able to sign with
the legendary Motown Records,
despite its little-to-no success in the
rap game.
AZ's lack of sales is thought
to be due to his lack of big-name
production and the rather skimpy
rosters of guest appearances on bis
albums.

verse on
Nas' song
"Life's a

B * *,. * ,,

was
so
well put
together
that
it
was only
a matter
of
time
before
the
MC
received a
deal of his
own.

AZ

was

_res

able

When Pun emerged with
"Not a Player" in 1997, he had the
streets going wild. In 1998, the MC
released his debut album with the
hit single that truly launched his
career, "Still Not a Player," featuring
Joe. Those who haven't heard Pun's
"Capital Punishment" are in for
something they're not ready for.

Big L was absolutely ahead
of his time, and he was not afraid
of telling that to the world. His
boisterous style was one of cocky
confidence, but he was s ure to
back it up every time he got on the
mic. His label is indicative of that,
Flamboyant Records.
Big L shone in several
groups with big names. He was in
DITC, Digging in the Crates, and in
Children of the Corn, with Killa Cam
(now known as Cam'ron) and Murda
Mase, before they achieved the fullblown status they have today. Even
before Cam started making up words
to rhyme with.
Big L also dropped amazing
tracks like "Ebonics" and "No Endz,
No Skinz," but those are not even
the biggest tracks Lis known for.

say
Pun's in-your-face style,
with
his
long-winded,
tongue-

to

his career

somewhat when be
dropptrl the album
"9 Lives" in 2001,
which was followed
by what was known as
his comeback album,
"Aziatic," in 2002.
"Aziatic"
amazing. Some of its
songs surfaced on the
radio and some of its
videos dropped. It had
one of the most lyrically
gifted tracks to bless the
rap game.

If anyone wants
to learn how to put
together a combination
11.'-_ __ _ _ _ _..,J of
lyrics mixed with
a combination of a
vigorous rhyme scheme, "Re-Birth"
In 1995, "Doe or Die," is the track for you.
AZ's debut album, shook up the
rap game like Nas and Mobb Deep,
When you mix AZ's
AZ's counterparts in the gangsta
multisyllabic
rhyme scheme with his
group The Firm and native New
delivery,
flow
and content, adding
York rappers. In 1997, he joined the
in
his
witty,
slick-talking
ways gives
group, which consisted ofNas, Foxy
Brown, AZ and Nature on the lyrics you the components of the complete
and Dr. Dre and the Trackmasters MC.

from 450 to 700 pounds over his last
years.
Big L, shot and killed at age
25, passed less than a year before
Big Pun. Like Pun, Big L's potential
never got a chance to peak.

Many hip-hop heads will
Big L's "'98 Freestyle" was
simply too sick for
words. This is one
of the greatest
freestyles of all
time, and the
way he works
this form is one
reason some
acclaim Big L
as the dopest
MC to grace
the mic. His
early death
hindered
him from
reaching
h
s

potential.

twisting, high-energy
flow and witty lines, was unmatched
and unheralded in his time.
It's amazing that Pun had
the breath control he did. One's
breathing is influenced by one's
stomach muscles and diaphragm,
and Pun's weight caused breath
problems. His weight fluctuated

To h ear how far he was
ahead of his time, listen to his
freestyle with J ay-Z in 1995, on his
debut album, "Lifestylez 0v Da Poor
& Dangerous," and h ear how much
h e outsh one Jay.

The list itself: (clockwise
from the top) Joe Budden,
Big Pun, Royce da 5'9", Big L,
and AZ.

WIN AFREE TRIP TO ORLANDO, FLORIDA FOR SPRING BREAK
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS SIGN UP FOR THE HONDA CAMPUS ALL-STAR
CHALLENGE PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY CAMPUS TOURNAMENT!
5 LUCKY Students will get to represent PVAMU at the 19th Annual HCASC National Championship Tournament in Orlando, Florida.
1F you make the team the trip is absolutely 100% FREE.

Campus Tournament
October 2-4, 2007
5:30 p.m.
MSC Ballroom

Ifyou have any questions or would like to sign up,
Please come by 204 Evans Hall or Contact Herb Thomas @ Ext. 3570

1. Did you see the "Read a Book" video? 2. How many people actually
do read books? 3. Do the 'freak nasty' books by Eric Jerome Dickey
count? 4. Who remembers RABDARGAB? 5. The ones who don't were
some broke kids in the summer, right? 6. Anyone taking bets about the
Cotton Bowl? 7. ls it superstitious if you're betting on after party fights/
sh ootouts? 8 . How many people aren't living up to 'being productive'?
9. Anyone down for change? 10. What college dean caused an uproar
in the parking lot just so fellow professors could point and laugh ?
11. I mean literally, what's beef? 12. Can't we all get along? 13. Since
when did Lll' Wayne become a sex symbol? 14. Is it his "beasty" lyrical
swagger? 15. Or is it the fact that h e can throw a birthday party and not
show up? 16. Who paid to go to it? 17. Why did the Skool Days party
end at 1 a.m.? 18. Is it safe to say no one parties like rock stars h ere at
PV? 19. Or would that be outta line? 20 . What do you think?

This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted are not the views of The Panther.
Want to tell us what you think? Please bring your com ments and questions to Rm. 219 MSC or
e-mail us at panther@pvamu .edu. Questions are printed at the discretion of The Panthe r .
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Thursday, Sept. 27, 2007

Friday, Sept. 28, 2007

Saturday, Sept. 29, 2007

Cultural Series/Special
Programs
Hispanic Heritage Comedy
Show, MSC Auditorium

Sunday, Sept. 30, 2007

Calendar & Events

Monday, Oct. 01, 2007

Tuesday, Oct. 02, 2007

Wednesday, Oct. 03, 2007

Honda Campus All-Star
Challenge
Campus Tournament Quiz
Bowl. Ballroom
Section C, D

Delta Sigma Theta
Political Awareness &
Involvement, New Science
Bldg.AlOI

Multicultural Affairs
Hispanic Heritage, Campus Wide

Phi Beta Sigma

CAB
Hump Day, Alumni Field

Alpha Lambda Omega/
Gamma Phi Omega
Bible Study, Chapel

Business Seminar for Fraternity, Library Rm. 108

Miss PVAMU
History & Tradition of
PVAMU Rm. 139

Kappa Alpha Psi
Young Black Men and
Their Behavior, New Science Bldg. Rm. A I 03

College of Business
Small Business Development, Recital Hall

NAACP
Membership Drive, MSC
Foyer
University Village
Talent Show Try-Outs,
MSC Auilitorium Rm. 111
Honda Campus All-Star
Challenge
Campus Tournament Quiz
Bowl, Ballroom
Section C, D

SIFE
Fresh Talent on the HilJ
Auditions, New Science
Rm. 104

Moitly sunny and very
warm
fflgb: 89•p
. 69--F

High: 91 •p
Low: 71 "F

Partly sunny
High: 90 Of
Low: 68 °F

High: 88 °F
Low: 65 Of

High: 88 °F
Low: 66 °F

